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SUBJECT: LAGOS CONFERENCE: LETTER FROM SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
TO PRESIDENT OF LAGOS CONFERENCE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE, CIRCULATED AUGUST 22 AS UN 
SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT S/12383 (DATED AUGUST 19, 1977), 

FROM SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT LEPRETTE (PERM REP OF 
FRANCE) TO THE PRESIDENT OF LAGOS CONFERENCE. 

QUOTE 

NOTE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL WISHES TO BRING 
TO THE NOTICE OF MEMBER STATES THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 
SENT B HIM TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
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FOR ACTION AGAINST APARTHIED, TO BE HELD AT LAGOS 
FROM 22 TO 26 AUGUST 1977: 

’BY BRINGING TOGETHER IN LAGOS SO MANY EMINENT PART- 
ICIPANTS, THE WORLD CONFERENCE FOR ACTION AGAINST APARTHEID 
IS DEOMONSTRATING THE SERIOUS CONCERN OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL COMMUNITY OVER THE POLICY OF APARTHEID. THAT 
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POLICY, FOUNDED ON AN UNACCEPTABLE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
MAN AND MAN AND FOR THAT REASON OFFENSIVE TO HUMAN 
DIGNITY, IS AN INSULT TO THE PRUPOSES AND VALUES DE- 
FENDED BY THE UNITED NATIONS. THERE CAN BE NO ONE 
WHO DOES NOT SEE THAT A REGIME WHICH MAKES HUMAN RIGHTS 
DEPENDENT ON ETHNIC ORGIGIN IS CONTRARY TO ALL DEMOCRACY 
AND MAKES A MOCKERY OF THE CENTURY-OLD EFFORTS TO SECURE 
RECOGNITION OF EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL MEN. 

"THE SECURITY COUNCIL HAS REPEATEDLY HAD TO EXPRESS ITS 
INDIGNATION AGAINST THE ODIOUS NATURE AND ABSURDITY OF APARTHEID. 

"JUST OVER A YEAR AGO THE SECURITY COUNCIL, FOLLOWING 
THE BRUTAL REPRESSION OF THE SOWETO UPRISINGS, ADOPTED 
BY CONSENSUS RESOLUTION 392 (1976), WHICH EXPRESSES 
ITS INDIGNATION AT A POLICY WHICH IS AN INSULT TO ALL MANKIND. 

IN THAT RESOLUTION THE COUNCIL REAFFIRMED THAT POLICY OF 
APARTHIED WAS A CRIME AGAINST THE CONSCIENCE AND DIGNTY 
OF MANNIND AND SERIOUSLY DISTURBED INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND 
SECURITY. IT ALL RECOGNIZED THE LEGITIMACY OF THE STRUGGLE 
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN PEOPLE FOR THE ELIMINATION 
OF APARTHEID AND CALLED UPON THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
URGENTLY TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST THE AFRICAN PEOPLE 
AND TO TAKE URGENT MEASURES FOR THE ELIMINATION OF 
APARTHEID AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 
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"THE SECURITY COUNCIL, BY CONSTANTLY EXPRESSING ITS 
SUPPORT FOR AND SOLIDARITY WITH ALL THOSE WHO ARE, RIGHT- 
LY, STRUGGELING FOR THE ELIMINATION OF APARTHEID AND 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, IS ADDING ITS VOICE TO THOSE OF THE 
INCREASING NUMBER OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WHO 
ARE DEMANDING JUSTICE AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

"WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT THE INSTITUTION IN SOUTH AFRICA 
OF A REGIME OF JUSTICE AND EQUALITY FOR ALL CITIZENS IS A 
MATTER OF URGENCY. I AM CERTAIN THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR VERY 
LEGITIMATE CONCERN AND TO ENCOURAGE THE CHANGES REQUIRED 
IF A SOCIETY CONSISTENT WITH HUANA DIGNITY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS IS TO BE ESTABLISHED IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

"AS PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, I SENT YOU MY 
MOST SINCERE WISHES FOR THE COMPLETE SUCCESS OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
FOR ACTION 

AGAINST APARTHEID, WHICH WILL, I AM CONVINCED, 

GREATLY HELP TO HASTEN THE ELIMINATION OF THAT SCOURGE." 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

(SIGNED )I"JACQUES LEPRETTE 
"PRESIDENT OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL" UNQUOTE 

LEONARD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: APARTHEID, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USUNN02687 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770303-0355 

Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770835/aaaabdvr.tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f10d6956-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1523291 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LAGOS CONFERENCE: LETTER FROM SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT OF LAGOS CONFERENCE FOLLOWING IS 

TEXT OF MESSAGE, CIRCULATED AUGUST 22 

TAGS: PORG, SHUM, Nl, UNSC 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f1 0d6956-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



